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❑There are five important sets of descending motor tracts, named according to the origin 

of their cell bodies and their final destination:  

1) the corticobulbospinal tract,                  (= Pyramidal tract)

2) the rubrospinal tract, 

3) the reticulospinal tracts, 

4) the vestibulospinal tracts, and 

5) the tectospinal tract. 

Extrapyramidal tracts











The  Corticobulbar   Division 

Course and Termination  

❑ Axons originate from the head and face regions of the cortical areas (4, 6, 3, 2, 1, 5, 7).

❑ The corticobulbar tract Terminate in the motor nuclei of :

3rd and 4th cranial nerves in the midbrain 

5th, 6th, and 7th cranial nerves in the pons 

9th, 10th, 11th, and 12th cranial nerves in the medulla 

❑ Corticobulbar tract from one side of the brain terminates mostly in the cranial motor nuclei 

of both sides of the brain stem. Except, the lower part of the facial nerve nucleus, and the 

hypoglossal nerve nucleus receive only contralateral innervation from the cerebral cortex. 














