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What is Motor Activity ?



Effector organ of Somatic Motor 
Activity-Skeletal Muscle 









❑ The descending motor pathways have commonly been divided into “pyramidal” 

and “extrapyramidal” tracts. 

❑ This classification is based on the finding that the motor tract which originates from 

the cerebral cortex and descends to the spinal cord (the corticospinal tract) passes 

through the pyramids of the medulla, and therefore has been called the “the 

pyramidal tract”. 

❑ The rest of the descending motor pathways do not travel through the medullary 

pyramids, and are therefore collectively gathered under the heading: “the 

extrapyramidal tracts”.

Classification of descending motor systems





❑There are five important sets of descending motor tracts, named according to 

the origin of their cell bodies and their final destination:  

1) the corticobulbospinal tract,                  (= Pyramidal tract)

2) the rubrospinal tract, 

3) the reticulospinal tracts, 

4) the vestibulospinal tracts, and 

5) the tectospinal tract. 

Extrapyramidal tracts




